1 Corinthians 6 New American Standard Bible

Lawsuits Discouraged

Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law
before the unrighteous and not before the saints? 2 Or do you not know

that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not
competent to form the smallest law courts? 2 Do you not know that we will
judge angels? How much more matters of this life? 4 So if you have law courts
dealing with matters of this life, do you appoint them as judges who are of no
account in the church? ° I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not among
you anyone wise who will be able to decide between his brothers and

sisters, ®but brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers?

" Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one
another. Why not rather suffer the wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 8 On
the contrary, you yourselves do wrong and defraud. And this

to your brothers and sisters!

°Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of

God? Do not be deceived; neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor homosexuals, 1° nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor those habitually
drunk, nor verbal abusers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of

God. ** Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified,
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and ™in the Spirit of
our God.

The Body Is the Lord’s

12 All things are permitted for me, but not all things are of benefit. All things are
permitted for me, but I will not be mastered by anything. ** Food is for the
stomach and the stomach is for food, however God will do away with both of
them. But the body is not for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord
is for the body. ** Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us
up through His power. * Do you not know that your bodies are parts of Christ?
Shall I then take away the parts of Christ and make them parts of a prostitute
Far from it! ¥ Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute
is one body with her? For He says, “The two shall become one flesh.” " But the
one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 8 Flee sexual
immorality. Every other sin that a person commits is outside the body, but

the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. *° Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have

from God, and that you are not your own? 2° For you have been bought for a
price: therefore glorify God in your body.

We will use five tools on our expedition that are built around five questions

1. What questions were provoked within you?
2. Did anything confuse you?
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Did anything move you emotionally?
Did God instruct you to do something?
Did you gain any insight into God’s character

Pauls observations and insights
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Paul is confused by the behaviour of this Church, as they were looking to the world to
make a judgement regarding behaviour and resolving of a dispute in the Church.

Paul calls the world ‘the unrighteous’ and he calls those in the Church ‘saints’.

Saints - set apart to serve the will, purpose and plans of God.

He points out to them, one day saints will judge unrighteous angels.

Paul makes a distinction about now and then, this life and that life, between a life fading
and a life eternal.

Surely there must be one wise man who could bring the counsel of the Lord to this
dispute? You can see the frustration in the apostle Paul.

How often must we as the Church of Jesus Christ have frustrated God with our petty
ways?

The fact that a brother had taken to court another brother, is an indication as to how far
they had fallen from the royal law which is the law of love.

Paul suggests it would have been better if they had just allowed themselves to be
wronged than to fall away from the law of love.

The inheritance of the Kingdom of God is for all who are right with God, no-one else.
Paul gives a long list of what he saw as a representation of the unrighteous. He is
referencing the unrepentant unrighteous.

The repentant unrighteous will be saved.

Everyone on this list can be forgiven and inherit God’s Kingdom in glory, if they repent
and turn to Jesus.

Paul uses a term ‘you were washed’, it means you have allowed the blood of Jesus
Christ to cleanse you.

You were sanctified by grace, God brought you in to your new nature in Christ.

You were justified, it means put right having been in the wrong, you were reconnected
back into a relationship with God because the debt owed was paid for by the blood of
Jesus.

In the Spirit, empowered to overcome your old way of life.

Paul says ‘just because something is permissible it doesn’t mean to say that you should
doit’.

If I am driven or controlled so that I can’t restrain, then I am enslaved and need to be
set free.

The body was not meant to be used in the acts of immorality, wrong doing, but meant
for doing right and serving God’s will.

God raised Jesus Christ and one day God will raise you! We are part of the body of
Jesus Christ and will inherit eternity with Him.

To join together with anything other than God is to not fulfil your high calling in Christ.
Whatever you give yourself to, you become one with.

Flee immorality means don’t visit that place and don’t do these deed!

An act of immorality is to sin against your own flesh.

Paul says ‘can you not see, your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit’. The Holy Spirit
lives in you, the Holy Spirit is with you, you received Him into your spirit at conversion,
when you gave Him your life.



27. It cost God a great deal to save you, why would you abuse His blessing and give
yourself to wrong doing?
28. So then live right before God and fulfil the royal law.



