Genesis 19 New American Standard Bible

The Doom of Sodom

Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was sitting at the gate of Sodom.
When Lot saw them, he stood up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the
ground. 2 And he said, “Now behold, my lords, please turn aside into your servant’s house, and
spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.” They said,
“No, but we shall spend the night in the public square.” ® Yet he strongly urged them, so they
turned aside to him and entered his house; and he prepared a feast for them and baked
unleavened bread, and they ate.

4 Before they lay down, the men of the city—the men of Sodom—surrounded the house, both
young and old, all the people from every quarter; ®and they called to Lot and said to him,
“Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations
with them.” ® But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door behind him, " and
said, “Please, my brothers, do not act wickedly.

8 Now look, | have two daughters who have not had relations with any man; please let me bring
them out to you, and do to them whatever you like; only do not do anything to these men,
because they have come under the shelter of my roof.” °® But they said, “Get out of the way!”
They also said, “This one came in as a foreigner, and already he is acting like a judge; now we
will treat you worse than them!” So they pressed hard against Lot and moved forward to break
the door. 1° But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them, and
shut the door. * Then they struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness,
from the small to the great, so that they became weary of trying to find the doorway.

12Then the two men said to Lot, “Whom else do you have here? A son-in-law and your sons
and daughters, and whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the place; ** for we are
about to destroy this place, because their outcry has become so great before
the Lord that the Lord has sent us to destroy it.” 1* So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-
law, who were to marry his daughters, and said, “Up, get out of this place, for the Lord is
destroying the city.” But he appeared to his sons-in-law to be joking.

15>When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up, take your wife and your two
daughters who are here, or you will be swept away in the punishment of the city.” 1 But he
hesitated. So the men grasped his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his two
daughters, because the compassion of the Lord was upon him; and they brought him out and
put him outside the city. " When they had brought them outside, one said, “Escape for your
lifel Do not look behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the surrounding area; escape
to the mountains, or you will be swept away.” 1® But Lot said to them, “Oh no, my lords!

¥ Now behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have magnified your
compassion, which you have shown me by saving my life; but | cannot escape to
the lmountains, for the disaster will overtake me and | will die; 2° now behold, this town is
near enough to flee to, and it is small. Please, let me escape there (is it not small?) so that my
life may be saved.” 2! And he said to him, “Behold, I grant you this request also, not to
overthrow the town of which you have spoken. 2 Hurry, escape there, for | cannot do anything
until you arrive there.” Therefore the town was named Zoar.

23 The sun had risen over the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the Lord rained brimstone
and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah from the Lord out of heaven, ?®and He overthrew those
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cities, and all the surrounding area, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the
ground. 2 But Lot’s wife, from behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.

2" Now Abraham got up early in the morning and went to the place where he had stood before
the Lord; 28 and he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the
surrounding area; and behold, he saw the smoke of the land ascended like the smoke of
a furnace.

2950 it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the surrounding area, that God
remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the destruction, when He overthrew the
cities in which Lot had lived.

Lot and His Daughters

30 Now Lot went up from Zoar with his two daughters and stayed in the mountains, because he
was afraid to stay in Zoar; and he stayed in a cave, he and his two daughters. 3 Then the
firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a man on earth to have relations
with us according to the custom of all the earth. 3> Come, let’s make our father drink wine, and
let’s sleep with him so that we may keep our family alive through our father.” 3 So they made
their father drink wine that night, and the firstborn went in and slept with her father; and he did
not know when

she lay down or got up. * On the following day, the firstborn said to the younger, “Look, I slept
last night with my father; let’s make him drink wine tonight too, then you go in and sleep with
him, so that we may keep our family alive through our father.” *® So they had their father drink
wine that night too, and the younger got up and slept with him; and he did not know when she
lay down or got up. *® And so both of the daughters of Lot conceived by their father. 3" The
firstborn gave birth to a son, and named him Moab; he is the father of the Moabites to this
day. 3 As for the younger, she also gave birth to a son, and named him Ben-ammi; he is the
father of the sons of Ammon to this day.

We will use five tools on our expedition that are built around five questions

What questions were provoked within you?
Did anything confuse you?

Did anything move you emotionally?

Did God instruct you to do something?

Did you gain any insight into God’s character
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Pauls observations and insights

1. Now the two angels went down to Sodom, but the third stayed with Abraham and
Abraham called him ‘lord.” Was this a Christopheny?

2. Lot saw the two angels at the gate in Sodom and he knew they were in danger. Lot

approached the angels and bowed down just like Abraham had done and he also

called them ‘lord’. He invites them into his home to rest and recover.

Were the angels deliberately provoking the men of Sodom to attack them?

Notice the angels eat food from Lot’s table as they did with Abraham.

All the men of Sodom came to Lot’s house to rape the angels.

To have relations is to have sex.

How was it possible for angels and men to have sex?
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Lot attempts to protect the angels by offering his daughters, who are virgins, to the
men.

Could you have sacrificed your daughters to be sexually abused in place of
strangers/angels who you didn’t even know?

Did this gesture have an impact on the girls when they considered later incest with
their father?

Lot saw his guests as his responsibility, to protect them from harm.

The men of Sodom disregard Lot’s invitation of his daughters. They ostracise him by
reminding him he is a foreigner of the city.

The men of Sodom were ready to do harm to Lot, but the angels rescue him from the
men at the door, by striking them with blindness.

The angels look to implement a rescue plan, they attempt to save all who belong to
Lot, the total of six persons, but the son-in-laws mock the invitation to be saved.

The reason for the angels visit was to carry out God’s judgement on Sodom for its
great wrong doing.

Lot’s attempt to save the son-in-laws was disregarded, they thought he was jesting.
Judgement was coming to Sodom. Lot and his family would fall under that judgement
if they stayed in the city.

God has compassion in judgement, the angels take Lot out of the city along with his
wife and two daughters.

Lot barters with the angels like Abraham had done with God, that they might go to a
different place than the mountains.

The angels allow them to go to a small city called Soa.

The angels cannot begin the judgement until Lot arrives in Soa.

The judgement upon Sodom began from the skies with hailstones and fire. All the
suburbs of Sodom were destroyed along with the city.

The angels had instructed Lot and his family not to look back towards Sodom, but his
wife did and was turned into a pillar of salt.

After the destruction of Sodom, Abraham visits the place he had met with the Lord and
looked down at the destruction of the city.

Smoke ascended from the destruction of Sodom but God preserved Lot and his family.
Why did Lot stay in the mountains and hide in the cave?

Was he afraid of another judgement?

The older daughter implements a plan to get her father drunk and have sex with her.
She conceives. The next night the younger one does exactly the same.

Why was this practice at work within the girls?

Did Lot not know what he was doing on both occasions?

Did they deceive themselves with righteous thoughts that it was a good thing to
preserve the family line?

Is it ever right to do wrong for the right reasons, or, right for the wrong reasons?

The sons of Lot are the sons of Amman and Moab, who cause Israel many struggles
and wars.

The Edomite’s are the sons of Jacob’s brother Esau.



