
1 Kings 20 War with Aram 

Now Ben-hadad, king of Aram, gathered all his army, and there were thirty-two kings 

with him, and horses and chariots. And he went up and besieged Samaria, and 

fought against it. 2 Then he sent messengers to the city to Ahab, king of Israel, and 

said to him, “This is what Ben-hadad says: 3 ‘Your silver and your gold are mine; 

your most beautiful wives and children are also mine.’” 4 And the king of Israel 

replied, “As you say, my lord, O king; I am yours, as well as all that I have.” 

 

5 Then the messengers returned and said, “Ben-hadad says this: ‘I did indeed send 

word to you, saying, “You shall give me your silver, your gold, your wives, and your 

children”; 6 but about this time tomorrow I will send my servants to you, and they will 

search your house and the houses of your servants; and they will take in their hands 

everything that is pleasing to your eyes, and take it all away.’” 

 

7 Then the king of Israel summoned all the elders of the land and said, “Please be 

aware and see that this man is looking for trouble; for he sent me his demand for my 

wives, my children, my silver, and my gold, and I did not refuse him.” 8 Then all the 

elders and all the people said to him, “Do not listen nor consent.” 9 So he said to the 

messengers of Ben-hadad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘Everything that you sent as a 

demand to your servant at the first, I will do; but this thing I cannot do.’” Then the 

messengers departed, and brought him word again. 

 

10 Ben-hadad sent word to him and said, “May the gods do so to me and more so, if 

the dust of Samaria will be enough for handfuls for all the people who follow me.” 11 

Then the king of Israel replied, “Tell him, ‘He who straps on his weapons had better 

not boast like one who takes them off.’” 12 And when Ben-hadad heard this 

message, while he was drinking with the kings in the temporary shelters, he said to 

his servants, “Take your positions.” So they took their positions against the city. 

 

Ahab Victorious 

13 Now behold, a prophet approached Ahab king of Israel, and said, “This is what 

the LORD says: ‘Have you seen all this great multitude? Behold, I am going to hand 

them over to you today, and you shall know that I am the LORD.’” 14 But Ahab said, 

“By whom?” So he said, “The LORD says this: ‘By the young men of the leaders of 

the provinces.’” Then he said, “Who will begin the battle?” And he said, “You will.” 15 

So he mustered the young men of the leaders of the provinces, and there were 232; 

and after them he mustered all the people, all the sons of Israel: seven thousand. 

 

16 They went out at noon, while Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk in the 

temporary shelters with the thirty-two kings who were helping him. 17 The young 

men of the leaders of the provinces went out first; and Ben-hadad sent out scouts, 

and they reported to him, saying, “Men have come out from Samaria.” 18 Then he 

said, “If they have come out for peace, take them alive; or if they have come out for 



war, take them alive as well.” 

 

19 So these men went out from the city, the young men of the leaders of the 

provinces, and the army which followed them. 20 And they killed, each one, his man; 

and the Arameans fled and Israel pursued them, and Ben-hadad the king of Aram 

escaped on a horse with horsemen. 21 The king of Israel also went out and struck 

the horses and chariots, and killed the Arameans in a great slaughter. 

 

22 Then the prophet approached the king of Israel and said to him, “Go, show 

yourself courageous and be aware and see what you have to do; for at the turn of 

the year the king of Aram will march against you.” 

23 Now the servants of the king of Aram said to him, “Their gods are gods of the 

mountains; for that reason, they were stronger than we. But let us fight them in the 

plain, and we will certainly be stronger than they. 

 

24 Carry out this plan: remove the kings, each from his place, and put governors in 

their place, 25 and muster an army like the army that you have lost, horse for horse 

and chariot for chariot. Then we will fight against them in the plain, and we will 

certainly be stronger than they.” And he listened to their voice and did so. 

 

Another Aramean War 

26 So at the turn of the year Ben-hadad mustered the Arameans and went up to 

Aphek to fight against Israel. 27 And the sons of Israel were mustered and given 

provisions, and they went to meet them; and the sons of Israel camped opposite 

them like two little flocks of goats, while the Arameans filled the country. 28 Then a 

man of God approached and spoke to the king of Israel, and said, “This is what the 

LORD says: ‘Since the Arameans have said, 

 

“The LORD is a god of mountains, but He is not a god of valleys,” therefore I will 

hand over to you all this great multitude, and you shall know that I am the LORD.’” 

29 So they camped, one opposite the other, for seven days. And on the seventh day 

the battle was joined, and the sons of Israel killed of the Arameans a hundred 

thousand foot soldiers in a single day. 30 But the rest fled to Aphek into the city, and 

the wall fell on twenty-seven thousand men who were left. And Ben-hadad fled and 

came into the city, going from one inner room to another. 

31 But his servants said to him, “Behold now, we have heard that the kings of the 

house of Israel are merciful kings. Please let’s put sackcloth around our waists and 

ropes on our heads, and go out to the king of Israel; perhaps he will let you live.” 32 

So they put sackcloth around their waists and ropes on their heads, and came to the 

king of Israel and said, “Your servant Ben-hadad says, ‘Please let me live.’” And 

Ahab said, “Is he still alive? He is my brother.” 

 

33 Now the men took this as a good omen, and quickly accepting it from him, they 



said, “Your brother Ben-hadad.” Then he said, “Go, bring him.” Then Ben-hadad 

came out to him, and he had him mount the chariot. 34 And Ben-hadad said to him, 

“The cities which my father took from your father I will restore, and you can make 

streets for yourself in Damascus, as my father made in Samaria.” Ahab said, “And I 

will let you go with this covenant.” So he made a covenant with him and let him go. 

 

35 Now a man from the sons of the prophets said to another by the word of the 

LORD, “Please strike me.” But the man refused to strike him. 36 Then he said to 

him, “Because you have not listened to the voice of the LORD, behold, as soon as 

you leave me, a lion will kill you.” And as soon as he left him a lion found him and 

killed him. 37 Then he found another man and said, “Please strike me.” And the man 

struck him, injuring him. 38 So the prophet departed and waited for the king by the 

road, and disguised himself with a bandage over his eyes. 

 

39 And as the king passed by, he cried out to the king and said, “Your servant went 

out into the midst of the battle; and behold, a man turned aside and brought a man to 

me and said, ‘Guard this man; if for any reason he goes missing, then your life shall 

be forfeited in place of his life, or else you shall pay a talent of silver.’ 40 Now while 

your servant was busy here and there, he disappeared.” And the king of Israel said 

to him, “So shall your judgment be; you yourself determined it.” 

 

41 Then he quickly took the bandage away from his eyes, and the king of Israel 

recognized him, that he was one of the prophets. 42 And the prophet said to him, 

“This is what the LORD says: ‘Since you have let go from your hand the man I had 

designated for destruction, your life shall be forfeited in place of his life, and your 

people in place of his people.’” 43 So the king of Israel went to his house sullen and 

furious, and came to Samaria. 

 

We will use five tools on our expedition that are built around five questions 

What questions were provoked within you? 

Did anything confuse you? 

Did anything move you emotionally? 

Did God instruct you to do something? 

Did you gain any insight into God’s character? 

 

Pauls Observations and insights 

 

1. Ahab, king of Israel, is being intimidated by Benhadad and thirty-three other kings 

2. Being tormented by bullies, what is that like? 

3. Did Ahab have the right approach to king Benhadad, when he was instructed to 

hand over Israel’s possessions? 

4. Ahab’s Kingdom is about to be stripped of all its treasures, including the beautiful 

people, as well as the King's family. 



5. Do you think that Ahab was too quick to let go of the treasures in his care to king 

Benhadad? 

6. Why is all you have, never enough, to those who want to take all you have from 

you? 

7. At what point do we have to say ‘no’ to our enemies? 

8. Saying no, will of course bring hostile implications, but that should never be a 

reason not to say no. 

9. What does it mean to boast? 

10. Why do people do it? 

11. Working out of a word from the Lord, has major benefits compared to working out 

of self-initiative. 

12. Even though king Ahab receives the message from the prophet he still questions 

it, why? 

13. Ahab is unknowing as to who will fight in this battle against Benhadad, but God 

has his army waiting. 

14. God used the people from the peninsula to fight his battle against Benhadad, the 

rest of Ahab's army follows behind, 

15. Their job was to protect the asset stripping that was taking place against Israel. 

16. Breaking away from your enemy is not an easy thing to do, but there comes a 

point when it is very necessary. 

17. It is Ahab’s small army that wins the battle against Benhadad, 

18. There is a best time and place to attack your enemy. 

19. A great victory is won for Ahab through the bravery of this small army. 

20. Ahab pursues Gods plans up to a point, but like many before him, he has his own 

interpretations on the matter. 

21. Why did he not do all that the prophet told him to do and destroy Benhadad? 

22. Benhadad disqualified the loss of this battle to their army being fighters of the 

planes, not fighters of the mountains. 

23. The issue that God was not the God of the planes, as well as the mountains, was 

a big mistake on their part. 

24. This gave Benhadad a false sense of security, he was provoked by his men to 

plan for another great battle later on in the year. 

25. To say, ‘God is not the Lord of everything’, is to provoke the Lord and become an 

enemy. 

26. God is not pleased when He is disregarded as to what He can and cannot do, 

His glory is important to Him. 

27. The second battle took place, and the lives of one hundred and twenty-seven 

thousand men are taken. 

28. Benhadad is on the run fleeing for his life from one inner chamber prison to 

another. 

29. Benhadad finds reassurance in the fact that Israel’s leaders show mercy to their 

enemy, so he devises a plan to save his life. 

30. As a result of this deception by Benhadad, Ahab is lead into rebellion against the 



word of the Lord. 

31. God's plan was to wipe out the nations who possessed the land, because they 

had demonstrated unfaithfulness and contamination. 

32. God told Joshua they were unworthy to live in the land. 

33. Ahab’s short sightedness hampered God's plans, so he is punished for his 

disobedience. 

34. Making a deal with your enemy is never a good idea, you cannot be more 

righteous than God. 

35. Why did the prophets dramatize the message from the Lord? 

36. Did the man who refused to strike the prophet get a bad deal being killed by a 

lion? 

37. To not listen to the voice of the Lord creates problems for everyone! 

38. Why did the prophet deceive king Ahab with his dramatization? 

39. The truth always comes out in the end. 

40. Ahab lost his life because he had spared the life of king Benhadad. 

41. Whatever God says He will do, He will do. 

42. Why did Ahab get the hump? 


