
Daniel 9 - Daniel’s Prayer for His People 

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, who was made king over 

the kingdom of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the 

books the number of the years which was revealed as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the 

prophet for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 3 So I 

gave my attention to the Lord God, to seek Him by prayer and pleading, with fasting, 

sackcloth, and ashes. 

 

4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed, and said, “Oh, Lord, the great and awesome 

God, who keeps His covenant and faithfulness for those who love Him and keep His 

commandments, 5 we have sinned, we have done wrong, and acted wickedly and rebelled, 

even turning aside from Your commandments and ordinances. 6 Moreover, we have not 

listened to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, our leaders, 

our fathers, and all the people of the land. 

 

7 “Righteousness belongs to You, Lord, but to us open shame, as it is this day—to the men 

of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and all Israel, those who are nearby and those who 

are far away in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of their unfaithful 

deeds which they have committed against You. 8 Open shame belongs to us, LORD, to our 

kings, our leaders, and our fathers, because we have sinned against You. 9 To the Lord our 

God belong compassion and forgiveness, because we have rebelled against Him; 10 and we 

have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in His teachings which He set 

before us through His servants the prophets. 

 

11 Indeed, all Israel has violated Your Law and turned aside, not obeying Your voice; so the 

curse has gushed forth on us, along with the oath which is written in the Law of Moses the 

servant of God, because we have sinned against Him. 12 So He has confirmed His words 

which He had spoken against us and against our rulers who ruled us, to bring on us great 

disaster; for under the entire heaven there has not been done anything like what was done 

in Jerusalem. 13 Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come on us; 

yet we have not sought the favor of the LORD our God by turning from our wrongdoing and 

giving attention to Your truth. 14 So the LORD has kept the disaster in store and brought it 

on us; for the LORD our God is righteous with respect to all His deeds which He has done, 

but we have not obeyed His voice. 

 

15 “And now, Lord, our God, You who brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a 

mighty hand and made a name for Yourself, as it is this day—we have sinned, we have been 

wicked. 16 Lord, in accordance with all Your righteous acts, let now Your anger and Your 

wrath turn away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; for because of our sins and 

the wrongdoings of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people have become an object of 

taunting to all those around us. 17 So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and 

to his pleas, and for Your sake, Lord, let Your face shine on Your desolate sanctuary. 

 

18 My God, incline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city 

which is called by Your name; for we are not presenting our pleas before You based on any 

merits of our own, but based on Your great compassion. 19 Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! Lord, 

listen and take action! For Your own sake, my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your 

people are called by Your name.” 

Gabriel Brings an Answer 

20 While I was still speaking and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people 

Israel, and presenting my plea before the LORD my God in behalf of the holy mountain of 



my God, 21 while I was still speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the 

vision previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the evening 

offering. 22 And he instructed me and talked with me and said, “Daniel, I have come now to 

give you insight with understanding. 23 At the beginning of your pleas the command was 

issued, and I have come to tell you, because you are highly esteemed; so pay attention to 

the message and gain understanding of the vision. 

 

Seventy Weeks and the Messiah 

24 “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the 

wrongdoing, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for guilt, to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy Place. 25 So you 

are to know and understand that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild 

Jerusalem, until Messiah the Prince, there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will 

be built again, with streets and moat, even in times of distress. 26 Then after the sixty-two 

weeks, the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to 

come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. 

 

And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are 

determined. 27 And he will confirm a covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle 

of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations 

will come the one who makes desolate, until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, 

gushes forth on the one who makes desolate.” 

 

We will use five tools on our expedition that are built around five questions 

What questions were provoked within you? 

Did anything confuse you? 

Did anything move you emotionally? 

Did God instruct you to do something? 

Did you gain any insight into God’s character? 

 

1. Daniel sets the standard as a prayer intercessor. 

2. He reminds God of what had happened in Israel’s history. 

3. When we pray, don’t focus on the problem, but on the solution. 

4. Babylon has a new king and a new people reigning over her. 

5. Daniel does some research and discovers the seventy years eviction order is nearly up. 

6. Jeremiah’s prophesy from God to His people, regarding the desolation time period of 

Jerusalem, had two years to go. 

7. Daniel seeks God’s face as to what next, he felt the need to have a voluntary fast. Why do 

we fast? 

8. Daniel says a confession, Is not an apology for wrong doing, but a declarational truth 

about who God is and what God can do. 

9. When we do this we are reminding God of what He has promised, as to who He is and 

what He does. 

10. In Daniel’s intercessory prayer, he aligns himself as a bad boy, even though Daniel is a 

good boy! Why did he do this? 

11. What happens when God’s people stop listening to Gods words and instruction? 

12. When we declare God’s attributes it builds faith in us. Israel was driven out of the 

promised land into Babylon because of the unrighteous deeds committed against God. 

13. What does the term ‘open shame’ mean? 

14. What is it to rebel against God? 

15. What is it to not obey the voice of God? 



16. God’s teaching through the prophets reveal God’s ways and attributes. 

17. The exile into Babylon is the fulfilment of a promise curse God made to Moses if Israel 

rebelled. 

18. Daniel acknowledges who it was that got Israel down this hole in the first place. 

19. How do we seek the favour of God? 

20. A lack of repentance and a refusal to walk in God’s truth empowers the curse. 

21. Be in no doubt, God is good. 

22. Repentance confession is to tell God what we have done wrong in our offense to Him. 

23. Daniel requests of God a reprieve and a deliverance from the curse of judgement, having 

discovered the seventy years were nearly up. 

24. The world was supposed to see how the connection of a nation to God would produce a 

revelation example nation. 

25. But Israel’s failure caused the nations to reproach Israel. 

26. What is prayer and supplication? 

27. Why did Daniel ask God to listen to him? 

28. Have you learnt to make requests of God the way Daniel did? 

29. Why does Daniel make his request and insinuate ‘for God’s sake’? 

30. What is it to incline your ear? 

31. Daniel recognises his requests to God are not going to be given because Israel is 

righteous, but through God’s compassion. 

32. ‘Oh Lord’ prayers are prayers of the Spirit, ‘Oh Lord hear, forgive, take action’. 

33. Daniel asks for the sake of God’s reputation in the eyes of the nation. He wants God’s 

name to be revered. 

34. Daniel’s prayers led him into an encounter with the man Gabriel through a vision. 

35. Gabriel wants to give Daniel insight with understanding. What does this mean? 

36. Gabriel reveals God had heard him from the get go of his prayer. 

37. He encourages Daniel as to how heaven sees him as one who is highly esteemed. 

38. Gabriel reveals the time of judgement is to be completed before the curse is lifted. 

39. Atonement is payment for not doing all that God had said. 

40. To give heed is to pay close attention so as to not miss it. 

41. Daniel gets a time frame to work from, the term ‘weeks’ seems to be one year. 

42. The conclusion of this instruction from Gabriel is referring to the end of the age and the 

anti-christ. 

43. Why does Gabriel say the end will come with a flood? 

44. The seventy year judgement was revealed in Jeremiah 29, and it was because Israel 

had not given the land the Sabbath rest. God’s promises remind him of His word. 


