
Acts chapter 11 

 

Peter Reports in Jerusalem 

 

Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were throughout Judea heard that the 

Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, the 

Jewish believers took issue with him, 3 saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with 

them.” 4 But Peter began and explained at length to them in an orderly sequence, saying, 

 

5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object coming down 

like a great sheet lowered by four corners from the sky; and it came to where I was, 6 and I 

stared at it and was thinking about it, and I saw the four-footed animals of the earth, the wild 

animals, the crawling creatures, and the birds of the sky. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, 

‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 

 

8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 

9 But a voice from heaven answered a second time, ‘What God has cleansed, no longer 

consider unholy.’ 10 This happened three times, and everything was drawn back up into the 

sky. 11 And behold, at that moment three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea 

came up to the house where we were staying. 

 

12 And the Spirit told me to go with them without misgivings. These six brothers also went 

with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 And he reported to us how he had seen the 

angel standing in his house, and saying, ‘Send some men to Joppa and have Simon, who is 

also called Peter, brought here; 14 and he will speak words to you by which you will be 

saved, you and all your household.’ 

 

15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us at the 

beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, ‘John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 Therefore, if God gave them the 

same gift as He also gave to us after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 

could stand in God’s way?” 18 When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, 

saying, “Well then, God has also granted to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

 

The Church in Antioch 

19 So then those who were scattered 

because of the persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to 

Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone. 20 But 

there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began 

speaking to the Greeks as well, preaching the good news of the Lord Jesus. 

 

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the 

Lord. 22 The news about them reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 

Barnabas off to Antioch. 23 Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he 

rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; 

 

24 for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and faith. And considerable numbers 

were added to the Lord. 25 And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul; 26 and when he had found 

him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught 

considerable numbers of people; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 

 



27 Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, 

named Agabus, stood up and indicated by the Spirit that there would definitely be a severe 

famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius. 29 And to the extent 

that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the 

relief of the brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30 And they did this, sending it with 

Barnabas and Saul to the elders. 

 

Paul's Questions and insights 

 

1. The whole church began to receive the news that the Gentiles had received the word of 

God, the gospel and the Holy Spirit, even as the Jews. 

2. Now, in all their history this had been unheard of, that our God could become their God 

also. 

3. Now, the Jews in Jerusalem confronted Peter as to why he had been involved in the 

whole affair. 

4. Why did they think like this? 

5. Why was it so hard for them to let go of their past perspectives? 

6. Their contention was that Peter had broken the Jewish law of eating with the Gentiles – so 

short sighted! 

7. We need to remember that Peter was a fisherman and yet, he expresses his experience 

in a clear and chronological order, in the hope that they would have a better perspective. 

8. Now Peter’s testimony is Peter’s experience and no-one can challenge your experience 

or, what has happened to you. 

9. Sharing your testimony is a most powerful way to see others turn to the Lord Jesus. 

10. If God gives you fresh instruction and it contradicts His word, do you obey it and believe 

it? 

11. The three times happenings, of Peter’s experiencing the food vision, is common practice 

in the Scriptures. 

12. What could these Jews in Jerusalem who were contesting with Peter do, as Peter told 

them his story? 

13. They were faced with a choice or a conundrum. 

14. Even though Peter did partake in what they had accused him of, there were mitigating 

circumstances. 

15. Looking at each life experience is essential. 

16. God is a living God, look how Jesus dealt with the woman caught in the act of adultery. 

17. Cornelius, even though he knew God, was not yet saved, but Peter coming with the 

gospel would change all that. 

18. The falling of the Holy Spirit is the presence of God’s holy glory falling – 2 Chronicles 

chapter 7 – in the temple. 

19. Peter recalls something Jesus said to John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit baptism is a 

regular infilling of God’s presence, power and peace. 

20. Peter’s defence against the contention to these Jews is, if God has accepted Gentiles 

then what could I do about it - nothing? 

21. Peter’s presentation bought wisdom and peace to these religious contentions, as the 

truth revealed set them free to see the bigger picture. 

22. They themselves came to see the revelation truth that God saves Gentiles. 

23. The scattered believers, due to the persecution, spread the God news of salvation 

wherever they went. 

24. At first the new believers only spoke to Jews but now some start speaking to Gentiles. 

25. The message they preached was the Lord Jesus, as a result many Greeks came to God. 

26. The news of these conversions motivated the Jewish church to send Barnabus. 



27. What Barnabus saw amongst the Greeks being converted was the grace of God. 

28. Grace is God’s willingness to give what we don’t deserve, to do what we can’t do and to 

be what we can’t be. 

29. What is it to have a resolute heart? 

30. What is it to remain true to the Lord? 

31. Barnabus was a good man full of the Holy Spirit. 

32. Being ‘full of faith’ – what does it look like? 

33. Barnabus goes and looks for Saul and for a year invests into this young man, God’s 

wonderful grace. 

34. The term Christian was first used at Antioch. 

35. Now prophets from Jerusalem came to Antioch, one named Agabus declared there was 

going to be a world famine, which came to pass. 

36. This tribulation trial, bought the best out of the new believers so that they learnt to share 

all they had together. 

37. Special world circumstances often require special means to resolve. 

38. The sending of the gifts to the needy going through the trials was an act of love. 

39. But some trials will bring out the worst in humanity, look at the war. 


